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The Silicon Sword of Damocles
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The Silicon Sword of Damocles 

“Since this life 
delights you,” an 
annoyed Dionysius 
replied, “do you 
wish to taste it 
yourself and make a 
trial of my good 
fortune?” 



 

EHR Misrepresentation and Nonconsensual 
Recording of Presumed Status 



 

Nonconsensual, Inappropriate, & Misgendered 
3rd-party Disclosure of Trans/Nonbinary Status



 

“UMMC Exchanges One Million Patient Records...” 



 

This...



 

Some EHR/Intake Policy Issues (1)

➲ Explicit release consent for SOGI 
disclosures.

➲ SOGI information not disclosed by patients at 
intake, should not be presumed and recorded 
by staff without consent

➲ SOGI information that is disclosed by 
patients, should not be deliberately 
misgendered/mis-recorded by staff



 

Some EHR/Intake Policy Issues (2)

➲ Nonbinary and intersex inclusion in all 
relevant data fields

➲ Segregation of SOGI information in database 
with appropriately restricted access and third-
party disclosure. (Cures Act discussion)

➲ Voluntary SOGI disclosures, with "Choose 
not to disclose" options for all data fields.



 

Some EHR/Intake Policy Issues (3)

➲ Default, generic "Name" data field that 
reflects affirming name

➲ References to "legal name" replaced by 
"Name for Billing Purposes."

➲ Default, generic "Sex" data field that reflects 
affirming status

➲ References to "birth sex" replaced by 
respectful organ inventory practices



 

Some EHR/Intake Policy Issues (4)

➲ References to "legal sex" replaced by "Sex 
for Billing Purposes" 

➲ Expedited and transparent process for 
correcting SOGI errors in EHR and third-
party disclosures

➲ Accommodation for extraordinary privacy and 
safety concerns with SOGI data for TGD 
patients and families



 

The Kahuna: EPIC EHR SOGI Page



 

CURES ACT Info Blocking Exceptions
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